e What is Apologetics

Apologetics — from the Greek word APOLOGIA meaning . This was used as a legal term, like a lawyer
giving his case or defense for a client. When applied to Christianity, it is a of the faith. Why Christians
believe the People, Places, and events recorded in Scripture are fact, not mythology or legend.

o verses

@ the faith. Why 1 what I believe.

e Why do we do Apologetics
o The Bible says we should defend the faith.

e ALWAYS BE READY TO GIVE A DEFENSE TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS YOU A REASON FOR THE
HOPE THAT IS IN YOU.

e BELOVED, WHILE I WAS VERY DILIGENT TO WRITE TO YOU CONCERNING OUR COMMON
SALVATION, I FOUND IT NECESSARY TO WRITE TO YOU EXHORTING YOU TO CONTEND
EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH WHICH WAS ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS.

e WE DEMOLISH ARGUMENTS AND EVERY HIGH-MINDED THING THAT IS RAISED UP AGAINST
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

o The NT shows will come

e BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME TO YOU IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY

THEY ARE RAVENOUS WOLVES.
= Paul — All through his Epistles — we will see later
= Peter — 2 Pet ch 2, most of 2pt

e BUT THERE WERE ALSO FALSE PROPHETS AMONG THE PEOPLE, JUST AS THERE WILL BE
FALSE TEACHERS AMONG YOU. THEY WILL SECRETLY BRING IN DESTRUCTIVE HERESIES,
EVEN DENYING THE MASTER WHO BOUGHT THEM, AND WILL BRING SWIFT DESTRUCTION

ON THEMSELVES.
. — The entire book
o The needs it
* God created man in His image. God is a being. We are beings.
= The world thinks Christians follow a faith. Same as a fairytale, myth, legend. See
it as a crutch.
= The is sometimes in need of pre- )
= People need to know there is a WE BELIEVE

e Who does apologetics
o

» Titus 1:9 — Leaders in the Church
e HOLDING FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD AS HE HAS BEEN TAUGHT, THAT HE MAY BE ABLE, BY
SOUND DOCTRINE, BOTH TO EXHORT AND CONVICT THOSE WHO CONTRADICT.
o) — Open to this Scripture
= 2 Timothy 2:24-26 — Servant of the Lord
e AND A SERVANT OF THE LORD MUST NOT QUARREL BUT BE GENTLE TO ALL, ABLE TO
TEACH, PATIENT, IN HUMILITY CORRECTING THOSE WHO ARE IN OPPOSITION, IF GOD
PERHAPS WILL GRANT THEM REPENTANCE, SO THAT THEY MAY KNOW THE TRUTH, AND
THAT THEY MAY COME TO THEIR SENSES AND ESCAPE THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL, HAVING
BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE BY HIM TO DO HIS WILL.

e When to do apologetics
o When we have the right sprit of , ,
o Sometimes 1 on 1, sometimes in a group




o After prayer
e Where should we do apologetics
e the church
= Qur young people are leaving the church at alarming rates, because they find “rational”
explanations for things outside of Christianity.

- of once active teens are no longer in the church.
. left because they doubt the Bible is real.

= Doubts and questions start in grade

= Jesus’ miracles were of His Divine authority

=  When asked who He was by John’s disciples, Jesus pointed to His miracles as

= When asked for a sign by the Pharisees, Jesus told them the sign oh Jonah, speaking of His
resurrection would be enough.

*  When showing the Scribes who He was, Jesus told the paralyzed man to walk.

= Thomas doubted, he was given evidence.

= Paul in 1Cor 15 showed evidence of Jesus resurrection. He did not expect a faith.
= The church can choose to either with questions, or look the other way.
e Ifwe respond to the need, we will see believers grow and , not walk away.
e We will see others coming to know the Lord, as they will understand it is not a
/ .
e Ifwe don’t, people will continue to the church when challenged from the outside
e People will continue to be by groups
e The world will grow stronger in its open of Christianity.
e of the church
= Col4:6

e LET YOUR SPEECH ALWAYS BE WITH GRACE, SEASONED WITH SALT, THAT YOU MAY KNOW
HOW YOU OUGHT TO ANSWER EACH ONE.

= Work
=  School
= Home

o Ifbelieves can have doubts, why should we treat unbelievers doubts differently?
e How do I do apologetics?
o ANSWERS
e Whatis ?
o Evangelism — from the Greek work EUANGELION meaning the proclamation or sharing of good news.
This term was used for those who would proclaim good news such as the birth of the King’s son, or the
triumph over an enemy. In Christianity, the Good News being shared is the Resurrection of Jesus,
preceded by His atoning death.

e So how do apologetics and evangelism meet?
Barriers typically fall in 3 categories:

J — They see Christianity as an unacceptable option based on science, logic, etc.
o Issues with Miracles, God’s existence, Trinity, Biblical authority and inerrancy, etc. It is the substance
of Christianity that must be demonstrated as trustworthy to this individual.
o — They have some emotional barrier to hearing the truth, or accepting it.
o Issues with Evil, Hell, hypocrisy in church, past hurts from the church. For these people, there are two
major things that need to be demonstrated.
o First we must show the failures of those in the church do not discredit the teachings of the church.
Second, we must talk about the nature of evil. Its definition, its source, and why it is still present.
o Finally, the issue of Hell needs to be addressed. It is not a place God sends people, it is a place people
choose to go. A judge does not send anyone to jail, he is simply delivering the sentence that is earned.
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— This barrier deals with the will of the individual. They want to be in control of their own life,
and are willingly choosing to reject the gift of salvation. God does not force people to choose Him, this is why it
is called a choice.




