
Apologetic Evangelism

Defending the faith Sharing the Gospel



Apologetic Method : Step 5

1 Truth is absolute and knowable

2 God exists

3 Miracles are possible

4 The New Testament is historically reliable

5 The New Testament says Jesus claimed to be God
6 Jesus proved this claim by: 1. Living a sinless miraculous life 2. Fulfilling prophecies 3. Predicting and accomplishing His 

Resurrection

7 Therefore, Jesus is God

8 Whatever Jesus teaches is true, because He is God

9 Jesus taught the Bible was the Word of God

10 The Bible is the Word of God!



Did Jesus Claim to Be God?

When did Christians begin to believe 
this?

Did Jesus believe it? Did He teach it?

Did His disciples/Apostles? What about the opponents of Jesus? Did the early Church?



1st Century Jewish View of God:

Based on Duet 6:4 - "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!"

No one other than God can share the glory, honor, titles, or be worshipped as God.

Jesus did claim the titles, honor, & authority, of God.

Either Jesus' claims are false, the Word of God is false, or Jesus is God.



How did Jesus claim to be God?

Acceptance of Titles of Deity and 
Authority

Messianic Claims Acceptance of Worship

His Commands First-Century Monotheistic Jewish Reaction



Accepting Titles of God

1

Shepherd

Jesus: John 10:11

God: Psalm 23:1

2

Judge

Jesus: John 5:27, Mt 25:31-33

God: Joel 3:12

3

Light of World

Jesus: John 8:12

God: Ps 27:1

4

First and Last

Jesus: Rev 1:17, 2:8, 22:13

God: Is 41:4, 44:6, 48:12

5

I Am

Jesus: John 8:58, 10:31-33

God: Exodus 3:14













Accepting Authority of God

1

Forgive Sin

Jesus: Mark 2:5

God: Mark 2:7; Jer 31:34

2

Judge, Raise/Dead

Jesus: Jn 5:25, 29, 21

God: 1 Sm 2:6, Dt 32:39

3

Shared Glory

Jesus: John 17:5

God: Is 42:8, 48:11









Jesus' Messianic claims

The Messiah (Christ) to come was understood to be God

Daniel 7:9, 13

High Priest understands Jesus' words as claiming equality with God

Mark 14:41-64

Jesus says he is Christ

Luke 24:25-27, 44-48















Jesus Accepted Worship

The OT reveals God declaring no 

one and no thing are to be 

worshipped other than Him 

Ex 20:1-4

Men refused worship 

Acts 14:15

Angels refused Worship 

Rev 22:8,9









Jesus Accepted Worship

The mother of James & John 

Matthew 20:20

The Gerasene demoniac

Mark 5:6

A blind man

John 9:38

Doubting Thomas

John 20:28

The women at the tomb

Matthew 28:9

A Canaanite woman

Matthew 15:25

His disciples

Matthew 14:33

A healed leper

Matthew 8:2

A synagogue leader (Jairus)

Matthew 9:18, Mark 5:22–23



Jesus' Commands equal to God's

Jesus believed His words were equally as 

authoritative as God's

Matthew 24:25 | Matthew 28:18-20 |  John 13:34

Jesus instructed His disciples to pray to Him

John 14:1, 6, 13–15

















What did others believe?

What does the Bible demonstrate people believed about Him?

Disciples, Apostles, Opponents, Early Church? 

Who did the 1st Century Monotheistic Jews believe Jesus said He was?

















What did others believe?

What does the Bible demonstrate people believed about Him?

Disciples, Apostles, Opponents, Early Church?

Who did the 1st Century Monotheistic Jews believe Jesus said He was?

The current point is not about the truth of the claim, but the claim itself.
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